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Healing Broken Bodies & Broken Hearts
Alouette came to us as a stray back in the beginning of
Notes from The Foster...
January. It was clear she had a severe tail wound and
injury to her back-end. Upon examination, our vets found
her pelvis to be fractured and the wound on her tail was
extremely infected. Due to her pain and fear level, it was
uncertain whether or not she was feral.
During her cage rest for her pelvic injury, it was
determined that her tail was a risk to her health
and past the point of saving. With that in mind,
she received a partial amputation to remove the
wound and infection.
With her fear from being in the shelter getting
increasingly worse as well as her extensive
recovery time, we placed her with a wonderful
foster family who has worked very hard to help
her come out of her shell.
We are happy to report she has healed
wonderfully and opened up a ton! Due to arriving
at FVHA as a stray, we are unsure how she does
with other pets, but we believe she would be a
wonderful house kitty.
*She is finally ready for a home!*

"She is very shy. She will take awhile to warm up to
people, but with time and patience she will. She at
first looked angry. She wouldn't stop staring at us
whenever we were in the room, even if we were not
interacting with her. After about a week, her eyes
changed to a more curious look. The look of "I'm not
sure of you, but I don't think you're going to hurt
me".
"She is still slowly learning that petting is a good
thing. Too much and she will hiss, but she has never
clawed at us or tried to bite."
"Our tactic we have found to get her to feel more
comfortable is to simply read, watch TV, or work on
the computer while in our office with her. Being
there, but not interacting, but letting her observe
has made her slowly learn she can eat, sleep. do
whatever and we wouldn't hurt her. Also sitting on
the phone in the same room as her has helped her
get used to our voice."
"We hope this little lady finds a wonderful home. We
truly enjoyed having her and wish her nothing but
the best! If anyone ever has any updates, or
questions we would love to hear from you!"

Surgical Suite Remodel
Update

The construction has been going extremely well! Take a
look for yourself…

Before...

During....

We're Doing Some Spring Cleaning!

After...

Come swing by our garage sale on May 21st. We are "rehoming"
the extra supplies and things we can't use here at FVHA. All
purchases are name your own price, if you choose to donate.
Examples of things you may find at our garage sale include; potty
pads, extra kennels/cages, treats, long leads, etc.

A Higher Purpose
- Dr. Jim Zeigler
Ever since accepting the director position at FVHA
almost a year ago, I have been asked numerous times
what made me decide to leave private practice to work
for a nonprofit animal rescue. My standard answer has
been, “To pursue a higher purpose in life”.
My career in clinical veterinary medicine spanned
thirty-four years. During that time, there have been
many changes in the profession. While working in
practice was always enjoyable and a real comfort zone
for me, there were simply too many things that started
to bother me about a profession that was changing in
ways that were difficult for me. That, along with the fact
that working with humane societies and animal rescue
groups has always been a passion of mine. When the
opportunity to work for FVHA in a leadership position
presented itself, it was an opportunity that I felt a need
to try.
A statistic that has always bothered me is that around
thirty percent or more of the pets never receive any
veterinary care. This can be for a variety of reasons,
and many times it is due to economic reasons. That
does not mean that this segment of pet owners love
their pets any less. Given that it is anticipated that the
number of underserved pets will continue to grow,
working for an organization that has a positive impact
on this population appealed to me. A major goal of
FVHA is to provide basic care services to as many
underserved pets as possible through a variety of
outreach programs.
As would be expected, all of the team members at
FVHA share a similar view of their work here. They love
animals and want to make a difference in the lives of
underserved pets. They do this with a passion that is
nothing short of admirable. They, too, are serving a
higher purpose.
That being said, I fully realize that not everyone is as
motivated as we are to help pets. Many others have
their own groups and missions that they believe in and
support. This, obviously, is a wonderful thing. There are
endless individuals and groups that need help, and we
need a great diversity of people who are willing to
support them in some capacity. I admire those who,
through some sort of personal sacrifice, are willing to
help a worthwhile cause.

Featured; Cedar was adopted here at
FVHA after being bounced around
shelters since August of 2021
The bottom line is that everyone should be involved
in helping others. Muhammed Ali once said that
“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room
here on the earth.”. I firmly believe this, and think that
everyone else should as well. We all need to have our
higher purpose. We all need to have a positive
impact on the world around us. What better legacy
can we leave when our time in this world is over?
FVHA is making a huge difference in the lives of so
many pets and people. This is our purpose. I
encourage everyone else to find theirs.

