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What to Expect (or not) After
Adopting a Pet
Dr. Jim Ziegler

I recently had a family member contact me, looking for a new dog. I received a list of expectations for
what she wanted and it was summarized with, “I just want the perfect dog”. I politely declined to help. I knew
that I could only fail trying to meet this standard.
FVHA practices what is called open adoptions, basically meaning that we remove barriers to adoption
and create a welcoming, non-judgmental experience for the public. We ask questions of an adopter, and get to
know them on a personal level versus basing the adoption on vigorous screening criteria. When we went with
this policy, we realized that it could result in a slightly higher return rate of adopted pets.
That being said, I am sometimes surprised at the reasons an adopter will give for returning a pet, and also
how quickly this can occur. It is not uncommon for a pet to almost immediately disappoint a new owner and be
returned in a day or two. Granted the majority of adopted pets stay in their new homes, but some sadly do not
seem to be given a fair chance to prove themselves.
So, what should an adopter expect of a new pet in their home? The easy answer is to expect almost anything,
and not be surprised if the initial introduction does not go as expected. I often wonder what mental confusion a
pet must go through as they transition from being a stray or surrender, land in a shelter for whatever length of
time, and then go into a new home. All of that has to be very confusing and upsetting to them. It is no wonder
that a new cat may hide for a time, a new dog may soil the carpeting or chew something up. Also, mixing a new
pet with existing pets always comes with a fair amount of uncertainty.
Personally, I have adopted many pets where after a period of time I had wondered what I got myself into.
One particular dog, Bella, was in my home for nine months before I felt that she was finally relaxing and
blending into the routine (she is still not completely right in the head, but we get along and I love her). I could
have given up on any of my pets if I had expectations of them that were not met. By hanging in there and
working through the difficult times, each and every one of my pets has been a positive part of my life, and in
the end, I cannot imagine life without them.
Sometimes we all need to be reminded of the obvious. I always say that the biggest problem with animals
is that they act like animals. It is up to us to accept that fact and to work through the trials and tribulations of
learning to co-exist. Which brings up a good point. There are perfect pets. What makes them perfect are owners
who accept their imperfections.
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Surgical Expansion at FVHA
The Wellness Center at FVHA is one of the busiest spaces at our facility.
Although it is one of the newer spaces at FVHA, it is in need of a facelift
so that we can better utilize the space. The Wellness Center has a
dedicated room for performing dental procedures, a large surgery room
with three surgery tables, and two exam rooms. Our dental suite
currently serves as our surgery prep area as well, which is not ideal since
it ties up this space from its intended purpose.
We have been partnering with FVTC to help teach the next generation
of veterinary technicians since 2019. As our partnership continues to
evolve, we continually reassess our needs and make changes to benefit
both parties. This partnership also requires our facility to meet the
criteria for being a teaching center for the FVTC students and to be
accredited by the AVMA. This year, we will be doing a significant
remodel of our surgery area. We will be revamping the layout of our
space to better serve the needs of our current programs and services.
In the surgery room, a wall will be built to provide a dedicated surgery
prep area. This area will have a scrub sink, a surgery table, surgery light,
and an anesthesia machine. There will be a push through door to allow
easy access to the surgery room itself. This physical separation is part of
the criteria we must meet to continue our partnership with FVTC and
for accreditation. We will also be adding another surgery table and
anesthesia machine in the surgery area to provide two surgery tables per
doctor. This will help us be more efficient and allow us to increase our
capacity for doing more procedures.
We will also be building a wall in our current X-ray room to divide the
space into two smaller spaces with greater utilization. On the half of the
room adjacent to our surgery room, we will be building a surgery
recovery area. The other half of the room will contain the X-ray unit.
While we already have a very nice surgery area, we are always looking to
improve on the services we are able to provide. These changes will make
things flow better, and allow us to grow our capacity.
The construction project is slated to start on March 7th and be
completed April 4th. If you are calling to schedule wellness services in
the month of March, please understand there may be a delay in us being
able to offer assistance. These changes will allow us to better serve the
needs of our animals, community pets, and allow us to expand our
programs. We are excited about the future of FVHA and the
improvements to our wellness department. We will be sure to share
updates in our April newsletter!

Wishlist
Spray Cheese
Empty Cardboard egg cartons
and cardboard tubes (for
creating enrichment toys)
Interactive Enrichment toys
for dogs and cats
Non-retractable Leashes
Kitchen scales to weigh kittens
Kitten Formula
Miracle Nipples
Pellet Litter
Microwave Heating Discs

We Do Not
Currently Need...
Towels
Washcloths
Peanut Butter
Q-Tips
Blankets larger than 3' x 3'

TAILS AND TIDBITS-2022| ISSUE 02

Pg. 03

Reunited at Last
Vicki Prey

Boo the Cat was found at the saw mill weighing a little over 5 pounds, with an injured tail, and frost-bitten ears. The owners at the
saw mill were very concerned about her condition and that their mill cats were not welcoming her into the fold. Luckily, Boo had a
microchip, so we were able to contact her owner. When Sharon, the registered owner, picked up, we explained how we found her
cat. Sharon stated she didn’t have a cat. We then went on to ask, “Don’t you have a cat named Boo?” There was an elated sigh. She
said, “Boo?! How is my cat there? I rehomed her back in 2021 as I had to go into a facility where I couldn’t take her.” We explained
where Boo was found and her condition. Unfortunately, her tail was badly injured so we shared that amputation was the only
option. Sharon told us to do whatever we needed to do to help Boo. She also let us know that she would be able to take Boo back
as the senior living home she is in now, accepts pets!
Although Sharon, Boo’s former owner and the registered owner on the microchip, wanted to take Boo back into her home, we still
had to do our due diligence in locating Boo’s owners after she was rehomed. No one came forward to claim Boo and we were
able to reunite Boo with her former owner, Sharon. Only Boo knows what all took place after she was rehomed, as well as the
journey she experienced. We can only imagine that it was quite an ordeal for an 11-year-old kitty, who went from 11 pounds in
2021 to a little over 5 pounds when she arrived at the shelter. We were happy to provide Boo with the care she needed.
Boo had surgery to amputate her tail on Tuesday, February 15th. Although afterwards her tail was gone, she looked much
healthier than when she was initially brought in. Throughout her stay at FVHA, Boo’s personality shined through. Boo is a very
talkative cat and always lets us know her thoughts. When Boo was reunited with Sharon, she was beside herself. She was SO
happy to have her cat back! Cats are typically their own person, doing whatever they want with no cares, but Boo jumped right
into Sharon’s arms and immediately started nuzzling her and chattering away.
We extend a special thank you to the owners at the saw mill who noticed that Boo was not one of their own and brought her in
right away, along with our amazing veterinary team who worked on Boo. The bond between human and pet is unmatched, no
matter the length of time that comes between them. Boo is reunited with her person and we couldn’t be happier about it!

We Have Critters Looking For
Homes!
FVHA partners with a wonderful rescue called K&R Small
Animal Sanctuary. They bring us critters frequently
so we may assist in the adoption process. Come meet our
available critters today!

MEDICAL DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
We could use your help, and not just one time, but on a continual basis over the course of the year. Please
consider signing up for our *Faithful Friend* program to donate monthly. Here’s what it would mean to us:
$10 ($0.33 a day) = protects two dogs from heartworm disease
$20 ($0.66 a day) = sponsors 1 cat adoption
$25 ($0.83 a day) = helps to vaccinate a dog or cat in our care
$50 ($1.67 a day) = provides food for 5 cats and 5 dogs for 5 days
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