It is no revelation to say that declawing a cat is
something that has fallen out of favor, and is no longer
recommended except for some very specific situations.
There is no animal advocacy group that will not have a
negative opinion of declawing. Still, there are many pet
owners who still think that declawing is standard practice
for any indoor cat. This procedure is commonly performed
when a cat or kitten is spayed or neutered (This would
always be done in private veterinary practice. No humane
society would ever elect to offer this service in addition to
spay and neuter services).
It is hard to know how the practice of declawing ever became such a standard surgery. Ever since my
entrance into veterinary school (a very, very long time
ago), declawing was never questioned. It was just assumed
that every cat would become destructive with its claws,
and the easy solution was to simply remove them. It is so
much more than removing the claw, though. In order to
effectively remove the claw, the last bone in the toe has to
be amputated as well. From a human standpoint, picture
losing every fingertip at the first joint below the fingernail.
Granted, the cat paw is anatomically much different than
the human finger, but the concept is accurate.
Having been in private practice for a long time, I
personally have declawed endless cats. Most were for no
reason other than the owner requested it, and there was
no further discussion about the procedure. Most cats
healed up well, but we also dealt with a variety of post
operative complications that resulted in even more pain
and suffering for the poor animal involved. Ultimately, we
justified performing the procedure by using a surgical
laser for the surgery and sending the pet home on
antibiotics, pain medication, and paper litter for several
days.

Looking back, it was all so ridiculous. While we,
as a profession, saw the benefits of spaying and neutering
(some are questioning these procedures now as well), one
would be hard-pressed to find a veterinarian who believed
in declawing. We just did it.
Fortunately, the world is waking up. Many groups
are actively speaking out against this surgery, which is now
classified as a medically unnecessary procedure. Some
communities are making bans on declawing cats. Given
that there are good options as an alternative to declawing,
the hope is that this movement will gain momentum.
Declawing, except for a few rare circumstances, is
a procedure that needs to go away.
Being a bit older, I can be guilty of being a bit
resistant to change. However, eliminating declawing is a
change that I can easily accept. As we all should.

Outagamie Resident With Unaltered Outdoor/Barn Cats
Calling all Outagamie residents that are in need of our TNR program! We were recently
awarded a grant to assist with this program, but it is county-specific. For a limited time,
we will be offering FREE TNR services to those in Outagamie County! Please email
(wellness@foxvalleypets.org) or call (920.733.1717 ext 117) to schedule today!

Yasha came to us on May 20, 2021 as an owner surrender. We knew she was something special almost
immediately. We also realized that she didn’t play well with others so she truly was the Queen of the castle. We
even had to move her to a secluded area within the shelter. Yasha, like many of the kitties that are here longterm, wasn’t thriving in the shelter so we setup a foster six months of her being in our care.
She was with the foster for about two months before she was back in the shelter as the foster was moving.
Yasha didn’t like that very much and was very temperamental. She would be aggressive with staff here and was
only truly happy when she was totally left alone. Potential adopters wouldn’t be able to get close to her when she
was in kitty condo.
It was around Christmas time when we created a campaign to sell FVHA apparel. Yasha was featured on
this apparel which generated some interest. She was placed with a nice young man who liked to keep to himself
and play a lot of video games. After about a month of her being placed, she was returned back to the shelter, but
it wasn’t because of behavior which was incredible. It was because she wasn’t getting along with a new kitty.
Upon coming back the shelter, we put her back in her castle. For about a week, Yasha stayed in her
carrier. You could just see the sadness and realization that she was back where she started, again. We knew that
another foster was the best chance of happiness and sanity for her.
At the fosters, she was slowly coming out of her shell. We found out that she was a “ladies’ man” as she
was becoming more comfortable with the man at the fosters versus the female. We were just about to make
another post on our Facebook page when Aliber informed us that he is absolutely crazy about Yasha and needed
her. After some deliberation on his end, and 20 days later, Yasha was adopted – officially.
Yasha was in the shelter for a total of 245 days! Aliber stated that his, “experience with her has been very
positive. She has become very affectionate and expressive since she first got here. Her love and curiosity have
been a great comfort in these stressful times of school coming to an end for the semester.”
We are so happy to know that Yasha went to a place filled with love <3

Lobo arrived on September 8th, 2021. As the resident husky lady, I, of course, had to introduce myself to him. He
was reserved, but clearly sweet. He had been surrendered for playing a little too hard with the young child in the home
and was vomiting every time that he ate. Lobo was also suspected to be deaf.
As a teenager I had been fascinated with the idea of deaf dogs and how they are trained through hand signals and
sign language to communicate. I convinced my husband to let me bring Lobo home just for “one night,” solely for the
purpose of getting to know him better. I told my husband he would get adopted quickly and this would not be any sort of
long-term commitment.
I wasn’t wrong. Lobo was adopted for the first time after being in our care for about a week and a half. He was,
however, returned by that adopter in less than 24 hours.
In a home setting, Lobo proved to be very jumpy and mouthy. Often times deaf dogs do not learn proper bite inhibition from their littermates as they cannot hear their littermates yelp and squeal when they have bitten too hard while
playing. For an adopter that is unsure how to work with the behavior, it can feel scary to have a large dog jumping on you
and biting at your arms and hands. Lobo would rip clothing and cause bruises. The more people would push him down
and away, the more of a game it became!
Over the next several months, we placed Lobo out two more times with adopters, all with different levels of dog
and husky experience and different living situations. Each time I crossed my fingers and hoped this would be the home
to stick and each time I would get that text or phone call within 48 hours letting me know it wasn’t working out. At that
point I was just managing his behavior at home where he was still being jumpy and mouthy constantly on a daily basis.
I brought Lobo home to my family’s Thanksgiving where my sister told me “Look, he is dying to learn! Teach
him!” I had gotten so caught up in failed placements and just living in my routine of putting up with his behavior that I
wasn’t trying to train the dog in front of me. When we got home, everything changed. Lobo started getting more daily
enrichment. This meant one meal each day was a puzzle toy or snuffle mat, something that could work his brain. I also
started using half of the kibble from each meal to train him in basic commands to help him fall into a pattern of better
behavior. As he received reinforcement and learned more signs that led to alternate behaviors, he improved more and
more.
I followed an excellent book by Terrie Hayward titled, “A Deaf Dog Joins the Family,” in which the author explained the use of a hand signal in place of an auditory marker like a clicker to capture your deaf dog’s good behavior.
Lobo associated a thumbs up with a treat coming, so that’s what I did when he did something favorable. For weeks I
would lock myself in an x-pen and turn away from him anytime he was starting to grab at my arms or clothes.
It worked! Time and patience slowly paid off. The jumpiness and the mouthiness slowly started to dissipate and
I started to see him offering me behaviors he knew I wanted to reinforce. Lobo did go to a fourth placement during this
time, and while it did not work out, I did quietly celebrate that this return was because the dog in the home did not enjoy
Lobo’s company - not because he was jumpy and mouthy!
On December 22nd, 2022, after 104 days of trial and error, lots of research and reading, and a
lot of tears along the way on my part, my husband and I decided that Lobo was here to stay! Lobo’s own
Christmas miracle. I think he had decided on day one he didn’t want to live anywhere else. His name is
Dave now, which is much more fitting for his goofball personality.
You never know what dog is going to walk into your life one day and change everything, but I could not
be happier that Dave did just that.

