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Now Presenting: OUR NEW WEBSITE!

Some things that truly make our new website standout...
  - You can “meet” our staff and board of directors 
 - All of the information is current
 - You can view all of our adoptable animals
 - The donate function is easy and secure
 - Blogs, Newsletters, and General News are all in one place
 - You can BOOK YOUR VACCINE APPOINTMENTS ONLINE!

Step-by-step instructions on the 
website! Go to the “Services” tab 
and click on “Low-Cost Vaccine 

Clinics to get started!



A Saturated Market for Pets?
By: Dr. Jim Ziegler

There was a great deal of pet acquisition during the last two years. Since this was in many ways linked 
to the effects of the pandemic, these animals became referred to as pandemic pets, or since there was 
such a huge demand for puppies, pandemic puppies. Many breeders simply could not keep up with 
the demands for new puppies, which resulted in many other people jumping into the breeding game in 
order to take advantage of the hot market.  Fortunately, many shelter pets were also adopted during this 
time. 

There was speculation that this would ultimately lead to a huge increase in pet surrenders, which to 
date we are told is not happening. Statistics show that about 90% of pets acquired during the pandemic 
are still in their homes. However, that means that 10% are not, which seems like a large number to me. 
That being said, the number of cats and dogs in shelters has been increasing steadily, and while adop-
tions are good, some shelters feel that it is getting harder to get pets out the door and into homes. As a 
result, the inventory of pets in rescue organizations seems to be growing.

I was still in private practice when the pandemic puppy craze was going full throttle. It was a crazy time. 
It was not unusual to have several new puppy exams almost every day. At the time it seemed like things 
just could not continue that way forever. Ultimately, there would have to be a saturation point when 
everyone who was going to get a puppy would have one, and things would naturally settle down into a 
more normal pattern. (Not to be negative towards cats and kittens, but there always has been and likely 
always will be a never-ending surplus of felines). 

I am wondering if we have now hit that saturation point? I spoke with a breeder the other day who al-
ways had a long waiting list for her puppies. For the first time in many years, the requests she receives 
for puppies has dropped dramatically, to the point that she is holding off on her breeding program for 
the time being. According to her, other breeders are experiencing a similar trend. Most people who ac-
quired a “pandemic pet” are not in the market to acquire any more pets. 

At FVHA we are seeing a large number of requests for pet surrenders. While they may not all necessarily 
be pets acquired during the pandemic, some are, and some are the result of the economy, housing sit-
uations, etc. Add to that the lack of accessibility to veterinary care (a trend that started years before the 
pandemic, but is getting worse with no immediate relief in sight), and you have a sort of perfect storm.  
Where it will all end up could take years to determine, but an obvious concern is that things will get 
worse before they get better. 

Time will tell. 
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The Miracle, Joan of Arc
By: Danielle Weninger

Joan of Arc is a feline resident at FVHA who has been here for 4 weeks. 
We found out that she is quite the fighter too! At the beginning of July, 

Joan came in as a stray with multiple serious skin wounds. 
Being the tough kitty that she is, Joan received intensive care 

by our medical department including: daily wound cleaning 
and bandage changes, as well as a drain replacement, anti-

biotic medication, and pain medication. Al-
though there were scary and hard moments, 

Joan kneaded her way through the stress. She 
is receiving lots of love and scratches during her 

time here as well since moving into a new room, 
Joan has been quite shy, but food and attention 
help her open up. This sweet girl is now looking 

for her forever home. Can she win your heart with 
her famous biscuits? 

 
Molly, the Rarity 
By: Ingrid Mueller

Back in mid-June, this shy, four-year-old girl named Molly was surrendered to us at 
no fault of her own. Shortly after her arrival, Molly had a routine dental procedure 
for the extraction of just one tooth. Unfortunately, the removal of that tooth resulted 
in an episode of excessive bleeding, with many tests trying to determine the cause 
of it. Our dedicated vets kept searching until they discovered that Molly has Von 
Willebrand’s Disease; a blood clotting disorder that is also seen in humans, It is so 
uncommon in dogs that one of our vets stated they had never seen anything like 
this in all her years at the shelter!

After about three weeks of being in treatment and making a plan 
for her recovery, Molly was finally able to be put up as available 
for adoption! After only a few days, Molly was adopted. Sadly she 
was returned shortly thereafter due to some behavioral concerns 
the family was unable to work with. Molly has had a rough past 
month and topped with having her world recently flipped upside 
down, we knew it would take someone special to give Molly the 
best new life possible. Luckily for her, that family quickly appeared, 
with experience in both her breed and behavioral needs. Since her 
adoption, they have stopped by and visited with Molly, and they are 
absolutely loving their time with her so far. 
We are so excited for all of your future endeavors, Molly! 


