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Our staff wanted to give Annie her best shot at life! She was incredibly fearful on first arrival, but
quickly built relationships with kennel staff. The first time I went to feed her I had to put her food
in the back of her kennel with the divider door down because she was sitting in the corner just
growling. She had quickly come around by the second time I fed her, patiently waiting at the
front of her kennel. By time number three she was wiggling at my approach to her.

Annie showed us she had the ability to adapt and warm up quickly. She accepted new
people into her inner circle after a couple of interactions, and was happy to gobble wet
food off of a spoon when meeting just about any woman (meeting men proved to be a
longer struggle). We decided to move forward with adoption for Annie and put her on the
adoption floor. We watched Annie blossom. She enjoyed zooming around our dog yard and
chewing on long grasses. She loved her people, and would get super wiggly and bouncy
with the people she loved most.

While Annie continued to improve at meeting new people, including even being willing
to entertain meeting some men as long as wet food was involved, we started to see her
become one of our long-term dogs. She needed to be the only dog in the household,
and was shy and shut down when meeting adopters - often hanging out by the door
once the Adoption Counselor would leave the room. She was also over seven years old,
which made her less appealing to adopters. I can count on one hand how many times I
personally showed Annie to adopters in the 90 plus days she was at FVHA.
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Howliday Sleepover 2022
- By Natasha Kim
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What is the benefit for shelter dogs going home for a sleepover? Studies have shown
that dog’s urinary cortisol levels (which is a way to measure stress) dropped while away
from the shelter on sleepovers. So, while it may seem sad to bring them back to the
shelter after them enjoying being cozied up in someone’s home, being given a chance
to relax and decompress in a home setting can also help lower their stress levels!

know!

By taking home a Howliday Sleepover guest, you can also help in the process of
finding their forever home! While the dog is in your home, we ask that you fill out a
“Howliday Report Card” to be brought with you when you bring the dog back to the
shelter. This gives us information on how the dog did in your home, the things they
like and do not like and anything else you may like the future adopters to
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So how does the process work? On Thursday, December 22nd we will open our doors
and families can begin coming in and working with one of our adoption counselors to
help them select a sleepover guest that will be a good fit for them. We will post bios
for the dogs that will be available for the sleepover on our social media the morning
of December 22nd so that our sleepover hosts can get a peek of who will be available
for the event.
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volunteer time, etc., so many people show support
for animals in need. Animals definitely bring out
the giving spirit in people. Without this support, it
would be very difficult for any rescue organization
to move forward. All of us in rescue work greatly
appreciate those who support us.

Since joining FVHA, I have been in awe of the
generosity of our community. The support that we,
and other animal rescue organizations receive is
amazing. Whether it be money, food, supplies,

need of assistance.
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service is with a passion to help others who are in

During this holiday season we all tend to focus on these things a little more. It is
wonderful that people are touched by the spirit of giving during this time of the year.
However, it does not end when the holidays are over. The needs of an organization like
FVHA are continuous, and we rely on our Faithful Friends that support our cause

maintain care and ownership of their pets. FVHA will be central to helping with many of
these situations.

throughout the year. 2022 has provided many challenges that were different than those
in 2021. 2023 will certainly provide more challenges as more pet parents will struggle to
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that everyone’s holidays will be safe and meaningful.
we transition to another year, supporters will continue to do what they

Jim Ziegler DVM-

Of course, recognition also has to be given to the
staff members who make this organization function
on a day-to-day basis. Everyone who works in
animal rescue has a passion for helping animals, as
well as people. The job positions needed to make
an organization like this function are not lucrative,
and they can be demanding, often more from a
mental standpoint than a physical one. Everyone
who works in rescue realizes that, in some capacity,
they are giving something back and servicing others
above themselves.
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Gigi arrived at FVHA as a stray on November 25th. The

outside by the Grand Chute Police Department and

injury. The staff at Blue Pearl performed an exam and
x-ray and discovered that her femur was fractured. Gigi
was started on pain medication and antibiotics and
made as comfortable as possible before she was

day before (on Thanksgiving) she was found injured

was brought to Blue Pearl to assess the severity of her

transported to our facility for additional care. On arrival
Gigi showered our team with affection and we instantly
fell in love with this wonderful little girl. Our medical
team performed an FHO surgery and spay surgery and
made sure Gigi got all the medical care she needed.

As Gigi continues to recover from her FHO surgery, she will need to avoid rough play
and activities that encourage sudden twists and turns for thirty days post-surgery.
Typically, dogs take six weeks to show signs of a complete recovery post FHO surgery.
We would love for Gigi to be able to continue her recovery in a home versus at the
shelter. Would you consider opening your heart and home to Gigi?
If you are not in a position to adopt, would you consider making a donation to continue
the life-saving work of FVHA to help dogs like Gigi get the care they deserve?


